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the Partition’s legacy. Yumnam is careful o distinguish berween the
spatial and rempoml configurations of the present-day Norch East as
8 "contested space’ where ‘narional and ethnic idenrivies,
belongingness and alienasion are actively played owr’ (p. 167} The
imporrance of thix statement cannot be belied.

Mandita Bhaviani’s essay on che Partition in Sindh describes the
historical circumstances of migration and propervy-related violence
ini the region and contributes 10 the overall impact of the anthology.
Malini lyer's essay, ‘Partition's Others: The View From South Indid
i# &0 inferesting contrbution that assesses the impace of 19497 on
South India by inrerrogaring the cominon asumpoon that penis-
sular India had remained unaffeceed by the viclence and rauma
through her study of some [erary texrs like R Narayans Wiisirg
fir the Mahama, Jeremy A Rinker's artscle on concemporary Hindu-
Muslim violence in the conrext of the city of Benaras and Nazia
Akhrar's reading of ascending Hindurva in the conrext of Hyderbad
are both signibcant additions where we
can e Parrivion wiclence playing cut in
contemporary locales with a new lease of
life, However the Intreduction nesded
some careful editing, The edinors state that
Tarun Sainc’s essay deals with ‘a vanery of
Partition memoirs like Maulana Azad,
Bam Manchar Lokis and others’ while
Salng’s essay is doing exactly the oppo-
site: It carefully locares biself away from
the political memains (and naconalise his-
roriography} and discusses ‘personal mem-
atrs’ of some people {like Anis Fidwai)
whaose nvalvernent in the events of 1947
make them incredibly complex witnesses
wha set out w0 caprure both travma and
iy eworcism throigh their wrinogs.

The anthology & divided inte five sec-
tions, each replere with a number of schiol-
arly contributors drasn from the academia
in Indis, Bangladesh, Pakistan and else-
where iin Europe snd the USA. The se-
rions are a5 follows: Approaches oo Parc-
tion, Mations and Marrsoons, Borders and
Baorderlands, From [Pakistan to
Bangladesh, and Partitions Wirhin. Al-
though the sections have an overtly theo-
rerical division, many Bswes overlap each
ather to make us reslize thae the events of
1947 cannot be studied in warertight comparmentz, Dae 1o want
of space a5 well as my own critical and liverary incerests | will discuss
& few, not all, of chese sections in mme detail

The ssction "Mations and Marratons’ surpoisingly consiss of
paly thires essavs, two of them on the Bengali culrural experience of
1947 and [ afrermath. Debali Mookerjes-Leonard's essay "Diffi-
gt Choices Work, Family and Displaced Women in Partition Wrir-
ings' books ar some well traversed Bangla liverature dealing with
women and displacement. However. Mukerjes-Leonard's essay does
not go outssde the expecred mapping of literatures thar deal with
the middle class Hindu refugee women's journey through the met-
mpolitan spages nor does it eeflect the complex interplay of gender,
lahour, and displacement thar shapes the empowerment of them in
the public sphere of Hhadrelok maderning In the absence of sus-
mined and long-teem povernmenral rebabilitation, the refuges women
had perforce to ke up employment to support their families. This

economic mobility in an unknown dty terrain necessarily brought
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in its wake gender mobility, a refashioning of what it meant to be a
‘madern’ woman who had to earn ber own livelilinod, often compet-
ing with men for pobs in factories, mills and offices. These comples
isgues of ksbour, displacement and belonging can be seen in many
collections of women survivors’ inrerviews [(for example Chitrita
Bandopadhyay's Shomayer Upskoron: Mepeder Smrisibatha comes 1
mmind] a5 well & in numerows sther povels. in Bangla char are outsde
the ambit of being ‘well-known.” Amrita Ghoshs ‘Refugees as Homo
Sacers: Partition and che Mational Tmaginary in The Humpry Tide' is
another disappointment. The essay deals with the infamous
Marichjhapi massacre of Namasudra refugees by analysing Aminav
Ghoah's novel, ver the author does nor mention nor mbe seode of any
Bangfa historical sccounts of Marichjhapi like Madhamoy Pal's in-
vestigative and hisorcally rich Marichibaps: Chinne Derh, Chinng
Teihagrh that has broughr out many hidden facers of the massacre.
This lack of awareness of other modes of representations sround
Marichibapi makes the essay a tired reit-
erarion of & kind thar is best avoided in
writings abour the contentious spaces thar
ocoupies Partition’s histoniography At one
point of her essay, the author saves thar
the word “Sunderbans’ means "beaueifil
faresss” but the name originares from the
raimadard mangrove trees that 153 unigee soo-
logical Feature of the region.

Two sections tieled ‘Borders and Bor-
derland’ and *From Paldstan to Bangladesh'
contain 1 number of essays chat are his-
rorical sccounts of Jammu and Kashmir,
Pakisean's and Sindh's experience of dis-
placement and Partition related violence.
Tyas Chartha’s “The Long Shadew of 1347:
Partition, Vielence and Displacement in
Jammu and Kashmis' i & imely reminder
of the complex: historical Forces thar have
kept the region aflame while Amber Fatima
Riaz's essay on Pakistan looks sr che
country's self-idencity chrough ambigusais
cultural  practices and  religious
tropes. Three other esays belonging o this
section, namey by Bhawnani, Baishya and
Yumnam, haove aleeady been mentionesd
above,

Same of the essays in the volume lack
a hiszorical or licerary contextualization of
the issues. thar make this anthology a mized bag of rich inereotions
and mizsed oppormnities. For example, Parvinder Mehea's essay on
female silences in Partition literamre and films and Tarun Saine’s
eszay that discusses Partition memoirs a8 testimony come 1o mind.
Barh thess ssays deal with cermain kinds of silencing or enunciatiaty
that have Followed Particion’s erauma. Saint analysss some texts in-
duding Fikr Taunsvi’s incredibly ironic The Sixth River and ses our
the characreristics of a aumber of Partition memairs while behed
looks ar the ‘female silence and opacity’ thar suggests & “closered,
totalizing notion of hisory’ in them. In both the essays, whar any
resder would have liked wo know is the connection of such works ro
the larger public liverary spheres of Punjabi, Hindi and Urdu lan-
puages and their contemporary resonances and fecepiions, Bogh the
essays are otherwise interesting investigations into narratives that
interrogate and subverr dominant nationalist discourses o presens 2
personal, fnrdmse history of the self that lie in che interstices af
metiary, speech and frauma
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Similarly Kaizar Hag's "Partition and
Bangladeshi Literary Response' Focuses our
arwention on some talented writers in
Bangladesh who have looked ar 1947 b
his apalysis of Akhreruzeaman Elias'
Ehoiiabnama, arpuably the best novel in
Bengali about the 15947 and in it back-
ground che Tebhaga Andolan, i bard o
Farhom I its careless breviry, [n conerase, hd,
Rl Hagque's sy of Hasan Azizul Hugs
long and short fiction containg some vali-
able insights into oné of conremporary
Bangladesh’s most polivical suthors, The best
ezmy in thif section s Tasneem Shahnaiz and
Amritjic Singh's piecs on Innizar Husain, It
i5 & scholarcky yet well wrimen plece an one of
the most impormae storyrellers of the sub-
contnent, The article looks ar Husain's
oeuvie with an anahysis of his ‘double vision'
of an exile and an intellectual sorpreller and
trices the tropes of this vision throogh
Husair's use of the Persian craditions of g
and the Urda tradition of dessan with the
archerypes and folk Forms derived from the
Jaraka vales, the Buddhis tradivions and
other branches of Hindu philosophical
forms. Husains act of writing can then be
understood &3 an act of colwursl and
civilivarronal recoperation and goes a long
wy to creare an ambience where trauma and
violence dre redecimed and negated: through
the wery act of wrting. Shahnaim and Singh's
essay i6 a-sipnificins contribution becanss
they contentalize and analyse Husains
works and underhines the tropes that make
him one of the best loved moryrellens of cur
tumies, beloved equally In Pakistan and in
India. Ther essay retteravey the sublime and
politcsl power of & Hussin story withouor
disaning the resder or creating & moras of
theorizarion wirhowt perceprive textual
analyHs

This anthology is o notable effort o
bring now responses o 1947 through rthe
warks of esmablished and new schalass and
that is laudsble, However, the project of
memondiston fthar 1 dink: may be one of
the onginary ideas for this volume] 1 deeply
invesed with madrifarious isues of contens
and continuities. An anthobagy of this kind
is 8 omely reminder char the 1947 Partition
cannot be sripped of i hisorical spnifi-
cance naf can it be dissociated from the os-
giastic vialence in the subcontinent thar is
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